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PILOT RULES FOR ALL HARBORS, RIVERS, AND INLAND WATERS OF 
THE UNITED STATES, EXCEPT THE GREAT LAKES AND THEIR CON- 
NECTING AND TRIBUTARY WATERS AS FAR EAST AS MONTREAL 
AND THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH AND RIVERS EMPTYING INTO 
THE GULF OF MEXICO AND THEIR TRIBUTARIES, 


Rules and regulations for the government of pilots of vessels propelled by 
steam, gas, fluid, naphtha, or electric motors, and of other vessels propelled 
by machinery, navigating the harbors, rivers, and inland waters of the 
United States, except the Great Lakes and their connecting and tributary 
waters as far east aS Montreal, the Red River of the North, and rivers 
emptying into the Gulf of Mexico an@G their tributaries, as amended by the 
Board of United States Supervising Inspectors, Steamboat-Inspection 
Service, in February, 1910, and approved by the Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor on March 9, 1910, under the authority of an act of Congress approved 
June 7, 1897, and the act of Congress approved February 14, 1903, establish- 
ing the Department of Commerce and Labor. 


THESE RULES SHALL BE EFFECTIVE ON AND AFTER APRIL 1, 1910. 


PRELIMINARY. 


In the following rules the words steam vessel and steamer shall 
include any vessel propelled by machinery. i 
A vessel is under way, within the meaning of these rules, when she 
is not at anchor, or made fast to the shore, or aground. 
hisk of collision can, when circumstances permit, be ascertained by 
carefully watching the compass bearing of an approaching vessel. 
If the bearing does not appreciably change, such risk should be 
deemed to exist. 
SIGNALS. 


The whistle stgnals provided in these rules shall be sounded on an 
efficient whistle or siren sounded by steam or by some substitute for 
steam. 

A short blast of the whistle shall mean a blast of about one second’s 
duration. | 

A prolonged blast of the whistle shall mean a blast of from four to 
six seconds’ duration. 

One short blast of the whistle signifies intention of or assent to 
steamer first giving the signal to direct course to own starboard, 
except when two steamers are approaching each other at right angles 
or obliquely, when it signifies intention of steamer which 1s to star- 
board of the other to hold course and speed. 

Two short blasts of the whistle signify intention of or assent to 
steamer first giving the signal to direct course to own port, except 
when two steamers are approaching each other at right angles or 
obliquely, when the signal signifies desire of or assent to steamer 
which is to port of the other to cross the bow of steamer to starboard. 

Three short blasts of the whistle shall mean, “ My engines are going 


at full speed astern.” F 
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When vessels are in sight of one another a steam vessel under way 
whose engines are going at full speed astern shall indicate that fact 
by three short blasts on the whistle. 

Rute I. If, when steam vessels are approaching each other, either 
vessel fails to understand the course or intention of the other, from 
any cause, the vessel so in doubt shall immediately signify the same 
by giving several short and rapid blasts, not less than four, of the 
steam whistle, the DANGER SIGNAL. 

Whenever the danger signal is given the engines of both steamers 
shall be stopped and backed until the headway of the steamers has 
been fully checked; nor shall the engines of either steamer be again 
started ahead until the steamers can safely pass each other, and the 
proper signals for passing have been given, answered, and understood. 

Rute II. Steam vessels are forbidden to use what has become tech- 
nically known among pilots as “cross sigNAus,” that is, answering 
one whistle with two, and answering two whistles with one. In all 
cases, and under all circumstances, a pilot receiving either of the 
whistle signals provided in the rules, which for any reason he deems 
injudicious to comply with, instead of answering it with a cross 
signal, shall at once sound the danger signal and observe the rule 
applying thereto (Rule I). 

Rue III. The stenats ror passine, by the blowing of the whistle, 
shall be given and answered by pilots, in compliance with these rules, 
not only when meeting “head and head,” or nearly so, but at all 
times, when the steam vessels are in sight of each other, when passing 
or meeting at a distance within half a mile of each other, and whether 
passing to the starboard or port. 3 

The whistle signals provided in the rules for steam vessels meeting, 
passing, or overtaking, are never to be used except when steamers are 
in sight of each other, and the course and position of each can be 
determined in the daytime by a sight of the vessel itself, or by night 
by seeing its signal lights. In fog, mist, falling snow or heavy rain 
storms, when vessels can not so see each other, fog signals only must 
be given. 

SITUATIONS. 


Rute IV. When steam vessels are APPROACHING EACH OTHER HEAD 
AND HEAD, THAT IS, END ON, OR NEARLY 80, it shall be the duty of 
each to pass on the port side of the other; and either vessel shall 
give, as a signal of her intention, one short and distinct blast of her 
whistle, which the other vessel shall answer promptly by a similar 
blast of her whistle, and thereupon such vessels shall pass on the port 
side of each other. But if the courses of such vessels are so far on the 
starboard of each other as not to be considered as meeting head and 
head, either vessel shall immediately give two short and distinct 
blasts of her whistle, which the other vessel shall answer promptly by 
two similar blasts of her whistle, and they shall pass on the starboard 
side of each other. 

The foregoing only applies to cases where vessels are meeting end 
on or nearly end on, in such a manner as to involve risk of collision; in 
other words, to cases in which, by day, each vessel sees the masts of 
the other in a line, or nearly in a line, with her own, and by night to 
cases in which each vessel is in such a position as to see both the side 
lights of the other. 
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It does not apply by day to cases in which a vessel sees another 
ahead crossing her own course, or by night to cases where the red light 
of one vessel is opposed to the red light of the other, or where the 
green light of one vessel is opposed to the green light of the other, or 
where a red light without a green light or a green light without a red 
light, is seen ahead, or where both green and red lights are seen any- 
where but ahead. | 

Rute V. Whenever a steam vessel is NEARING A SHORT BEND OR 
CURVE IN THE CHANNEL, where, from the height of the banks or other 
cause, a steam vessel approaching from the opposite direction can not 
be seen for a distance of half a mile, such steam vessel, when she shall 
have arrived within half a mile of such curve or bend, shall give a 
signal by one long blast of the steam whistle, which signal shall be 
answered by a similar blast, given by any approaching steam vessel 
that may be within hearing. Should such signal be so answered by a 
steam vessel upon the farther side of such bend, then the usual signals 
for meeting and passing shall immediately be given and answered; 
but, if the first alarm signal of such vessel be not answered, she is to 
consider the channel clear and govern herself accordingly. 

WHEN STEAM VESSELS ARE MOVED FROM THEIR DOCKS OR BERTHS, 
and other boats are liable to pass from any direction toward them, 
they shall give the same signal as in the case of vessels meeting at a 
bend, but immediately after clearing the berths so as to be fully in 
sight they shall be governed by the steering and sailing rules. 

Rute VI. WHEN STEAM VESSELS ARE RUNNING IN THE SAME DIREC- 
TION, and the vessel which is astern shall desire to pass on the right 
or starboard hand of the vessel ahead, she shall give one short blast 
of the steam whistle, as a signal of such desire, and if the vessel ahead 
answers with one blast, she shall put her helm to port; or if she shall 
desire to pass on the left or port side of the vessel ahead, she shall give 
two short blasts of the steam whistle as a signal of such desire, and if 
the vessel ahead answers with two blasts, shall put her helm to star- 
board; or if the vessel ahead does not think it safe for the vessel 
astern to attempt to pass at that point, she shall immediately signify 
the same by giving several short and rapid blasts of the steam whistle, 
not less than four, and under no circumstances shall the vessel astern 
attempt to pass the vessel ahead until such time as they have reached 
a point where it can be safely done, when said vessel ahead shall sig- 
nify her willingness by blowing the proper signals. The vessel ahead 
shall in no case attempt to cross the bow or crowd upon the course of 
the passing vessel. 

Every vessel coming up with another vessel from any direction . 
more than two points abaft her beam, that is, in such a position, with 
reference to the vessel which she is overtaking that at night she would 
be unable to see either of that vessel’s side hghts, shall be deemed to 
be an overtaking vessel; and no subsequent alteration of the bearing 
between the two vessels shall make the overtaking vessel a crossing 
vessel within the meaning of these rules, or relieve her of the duty of 
keeping clear of the overtaken vessel until she is finally past and clear. 

As by day the overtaking vessel can not always know with cer- 
tainty whether she is forward of or abaft this direction from the other 
vessel she should, if in doubt, assume that she is an overtaking vessel 
and keep out of the way. ) 
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Rute VII. Wun Two sTEAMERS ARE APPROACHING THE NARROWS 
KNOWN As “ Heit Gates,” on the East River at New York, side by side, 
or nearly so, running in the same direction, the steamer on the right or 
starboard hand of the other (when approaching from the west) , when 
they shall have arrived abreast of the north end of Blackwells Island, 
shall have the right of way, and the steamer on the left or port side 
shall check her way and drop astern. In like case when two steamers 
are approaching from the east, and are abreast of Sunken Meadows, 
the steamer on the right or starboard hand of the other shall have the 
right of way, and shall proceed on her course without interference, 
and the steamer on the port side of the other shall keep at a safe dis- 
tance astern (not less than three lengths) until both steamers have 
passed through the difficult channel. 

Ruiz VIII. When two steamers are APPROACHING EACH OTHER AT 
RIGHT ANGLES OR OBLIQUELY SO AS TO INVOLVE RISK OF COLLISION, 
other than when one steamer is overtaking another, the steamer which 
has the other on her own port side shall hold her course and speed; 
and the steamer which has the other on her own starboard side shall 
keep out of the way of the other by directing her course to starboard 
so as to cross the stern of the other steamer, or, if necessary to do so, 
slacken her speed or stop or reverse. The steamer having the other 
on her own port bow shall blow one blast of her whistle as a signal of 
her intention to cross the bow of the other, holding her course and 
speed, which signal shall be promptly answered by the other steamer 
by one short blast of her whistle as a signal of her intention to direct 
her course to starboard so as to cross the stern of the other steamer or 
otherwise keep clear. 

If from any cause whatever the conditions covered by this situation 
are such as to prevent immediate compliance with each other’s signals, 
the misunderstanding or objection shall be at once made apparent by 
blowing the danger signal, and both steamers shall be stopped, and 
backed if necessary, until signals for passing with safety are made 
and understood. | 

Rute TX. When two steamers are APPROACHING EACH OTHER AT 
RIGHT ANGLES OR OBLIQUELY, other than when one steamer is overtalk- 
ing another, so that the, steamer having the other on her own star- 
board side may cross the bow of the other wrrHouT INVOLVING RISK OF 
COLLISION, the steamer having the other on her own starboard side 
may cross the bow of the other. If the steamers are within half a 
mile of each other the steamer having the other on her own starboard 
side shall give, as a signal of her intention to cross the bow of the 
other, two short and distinct blasts of her whistle, which, if assented 
to, the other steamer shall promptly answer by two similar blasts of 
her whistle, when the steamer having the other on her own starboard 
bow may cross the bow of the other, in which case the steamer having 
the other on her own port side shall keep out of the way of the other. 
If, however, the steamer having the other on her own port side deems 
it dangerous for the other steamer to cross her bow, she shall sound 
the danger signal, in which case both steamers shall be stopped, and 
backed if necessary, until signals for passing with safety are made, 
answered, and understood. 

Rutz X. When a sTEAM VESSEL AND A SAILING VESSEL are pro- 
ceeding in such directions as to involve risk of collision, the steam 
vessel shall keep out of the way of the sailing vessel. 
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Rue XI. Every steam vessel which is directed by these rules to 
KEEP OUT OF THE WAY of another vessel shall, if the circumstances 
of the case admit, avoid crossing ahead of the other. 

Rute XII. In narrow CHANNELS every steam vessel shall, when 
it is safe and practicable, keep to that side of the fairway or mid- 
channel which lies on the starboard side of such vessel. 

Route XIII. In obeying and construing these rules due regard shall 
be had to all DANGERS OF NAVIGATION AND COLLISION, and to any 
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES Which may render a departure from the above 
rules necessary in order to avoid immediate danger. 


SOUND SIGNALS FOR FOG, AND SO FORTH. 


_ Roe XIV. In fog, mist, falling snow, or heavy rain storms, 
whether by day or night, signals shall be given as follows: 

-A steam vessel under way, except when towing other vessels or 
being towed, shall sound, at intervals of not more than one minute, 
on the whistle or siren, a prolonged blast. 

A steam vessel when towing other vessels shall sound, at intervals 
of not more than one minute, on the whistle or siren, three blasts in 
succession, namely, one prolonged blast followed by two short blasts. 

A vessel towed may give, at intervals of not more than one minute, 
on the fog horn, a signal of three blasts in succession, namely, one 
prolonged blast followed by two short blasts, and she shall not give 
any other. . 

A vessel when at anchor shall, at intervals of not more than one 
minute, ring the bell rapidly for about five seconds. 


SPEED TO BE MODERATE IN FOG, AND SO FORTH. 


Rutz XV. Every steam vessel shall, in a fog, mist, falling snow, 
or heavy rain storms, go at a moderate speed, having careful regard 
to the existing circumstances and conditions. 

A steam vessel hearing, apparently forward of her beam, the fog 
signal of a vessel the position of which is not ascertained shall, so far 
as the circumstances of the case admit, stop her engines, and then 
navigate with caution until danger of collision is over. 


POSTING OF PILOT RULES. 


On steam and other motor vessels of over 100 gross tons, two copies 
of the placard form of these rules (Form 803) shall be kept posted up 
in conspicuous places in the vessel, one copy of which shail be kept 
posted up in the pilot house. On steam and other motor vessels of 
over 25 gross tons and not over 100 gross tons, two copies of the 
placard form of the pilot rules shall be kept on board, one copy of 
which shall be kept posted up in the pilot house. On steam and other 
motor vessels of 25 gross tons and under, and of more than 10 gross 
tons, two copies of the placard form of the pilot rules shall be kept 
on board, and, where practicable, one copy thereof shall be kept con- 
spicuously posted up in the vessel. On steam and other motor vessels 
of not more than 10 gross tons, two copies of the pamphlet form of 
the pilot rules shall be kept on board, and, where practicable, one 
copy thereof shall be kept conspicuously posted up in the vessel. 
(Authority : Section 2, act of Congress approved June 7, 1897). 
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DIAGRAMS. 


The following diagrams are intended to illustrate the working of 
the system of colored lights and pilot rules: 


FIRST SITUATION. 
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Here the two colored lights visible to each will indicate their direct 
approach “head and head ” toward each other. In this situation it 
is a standing rule that both shall put their helms to port and pass on 
the port side of each other, each having previously given one blast 
of the whistle. 


SECOND SITUATION. 


In this situation the red light only will be visible to each, the 
screens preventing the green lights from being seen. Both vessels © 
are evidently passing to port of each other, which is rulable in this 
situation, each pilot having previously signified his intention by one 
blast of the whistle. 


THIRD SITUATION. 


In this situation the green light only will be visible to each, the 
screens preventing the red light from being seen. They are therefore 
passing to starboard of each other, which is rulable in this situation, 
each pilot having previously signified his intention by two blasts of 
the whistle. 


PILOT RULES FOR CERTAIN INLAND WATERS. 11 


FOURTH SITUATION. 
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In this situation one steamer is overtaking another steamer from 
some point within the angle of two points abaft the beams of the 
overtaken steamer. The overtaking steamer may pass on the star- 
board or port side of the steamer ahead after the necessary signals 
for passing have been given, with assent of the overtaken steamer, as 
_prescribed in Rule VI. ; 


FIFTH SITUATION. 


In this situation two steamers are approaching each other at right 
angles or obliquely in such manner as to involve risk of collision, 
other than where one steamer is overtaking another. The steamer 
which has the other on her own port side shall hold course and speed, 
and the other shall keep clear by crossing astern of the steamer that 
is holding course and speed, or, if necessary to do so, shall slacken 
her speed or stop or reverse. | 

Both steamers shall otherwise observe the provisions of Rule VIII 
with respect to the signals for passing and the danger signal. 


SIXTH SITUATION, 
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In this situation two steamers are approaching each other at right 
angles or obliquely wzthout involving risk of collision, the course 
and speed of both being such as would clearly allow the steamer hay- 
ing the other on own starboard side to cross the bow of the other 
without interfering with the course and speed of the other. In this 
case the steamer having the other on own starboard side may cross 


ahead of the other, after giving the necessary. signals, and receiving 


the assent of the other steamer, when within half a mile of each other, 
as provided in Rule LX, 


es 
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RULES FOR LIGHTS FOR CERTAIN OLASSES OF VESSELS NAVIGATING 
THE HARBORS, RIVERS, AND INLAND WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
EXCEPT THE GREAT LAKES AND THEIR CONNECTING AND TRIBUTARY 
WATERS AS FAR EAST AS MONTREAL AND THE RED RIVER OF THE 
NORTH AND RIVERS EMPTYING INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO AND 
THEIR TRIBUTARIES, 


The following rules for lights to be carried on ferryboats, lights 
for barges and canal boats in tow of steam vessels, lights for scows 
in tow, lights for rafts and other water craft propelled by hand 
power, horsepower, or by the current of the river, and warning sig- 
nals for wrecks and vessels working on wrecks or engaged in other 
submarine work, were adopted by the Board of Supervising Inspect- 
ors, Steamboat-Inspection Service, and approved by the Secretary of 
Commerce and Labor. 

These rules concerning lights shall be complied with in all weathers 
from sunset to sunrise. 

These rules shall be effective on and after April 1, 1910. 


LIGHTS TO BE CARRIED BY FERRYBOATS NAVIGATING THE HARBORS, RIVERS, 
AND INLAND WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES, EXCEPT THE GREAT LAKES 
AND THEIR CONNECTING AND TRIBUTARY WATERS AS FAR EAST AS 
MONTREAL AND THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH AND RIVERS EMPTYING 
INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO AND THEIR TRIBUTARIES. 


[Authority : Section 2, act. of Congress approved June 7, 1897.] 


Ferryboats propelled by machinery and navigating the harbors, 
rivers, and other inland waters of the United States, except the 
Great Lakes and their connecting and tributary waters as far east 
as Montreal and the Red River of the North and rivers emptying 
into the Gulf of Mexico and their tributaries, shall carry the range 
lights and the colored side lights required by law to be carried on 
steam vessels navigating those waters, except that double-end ferry- 
boats shall carry a central range of clear, bright, white lights, show- 
ing all around the horizon, placed at equal altitudes forward and aft, 
also on the starboard side a green light, and on the port side a red 
light, of such a character as to be visible on a dark night with a clear 
atmosphere at a distance of at least 2 miles, and so constructed as to 
show a uniform and unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of ten 
points of the compass, and so fixed as to throw the light from right 
ahead to two points abaft the beam on their respective sides. 

The green and red lights shall be fitted with inboard screens pro- 
jecting at least 3 feet forward from the lights, so as to prevent them 
from being seen across the bow. 

Local inspectors in districts having ferryboats shall, whenever the 
safety of navigation may require, designate for each line of such boats 
a certain light, white or colored, which shall show all around the hori- 
zon, to designate and distinguish such lines from each other, which 
light shall be carried on a flagstaff amidships, 15 feet above the white 
range lights. 
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. LIGHTS FOR BARGES AND CANAL BOATS IN TOW OF STEAM VESSELS NAYI- 


GATING THE HARBORS, RIVERS, AND INLAND WATERS OF THE UNITED 
STATES, EXCEPT THE GREAT LAKES AND THEIR CONNECTING AND TRIBU- 
TARY WATERS AS FAR EAST AS MONTREAL AND THE RED RIVER OF THE 
NORTH AND RIVERS EMPTYING INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO AND THEIR 
TRIBUTARIES. 


[Authority : Section 2, act of Congress approved June 7, 1897.] 


On the harbors, rivers, and other inland waters of the United 
States, except the Great Lakes and their connecting and tributary 
waters as far east as Montreal and the Red River of the North and 
rivers emptying into the Gulf of Mexico and their tributaries, and 
except on the waters of the Hudson River and its tributaries from 
Troy to Sandy Hook, the East River and Long Island Sound, and 
the waters entering thereon, and to the Atlantic Ocean, to and in- 
cluding Narragansett Bay, R. I., and tributaries, and Lake Cham- 
plain, barges (except scows) and canal boats in tow of steam vessels 
shall carry lights as follows: 

Barges and canal boats towing astern of steam vessels, when tow- 
ing singly, or what is known as tandem towing, shall each carry a 
green light on the starboard side and a red light on the port side. 

When two or more boats are abreast, the colored hghts shall be 
carried at the outer sides of the bows of the outside boats. 

Barges or canal boats towing alongside a steam vessel shall, if the 
deck, deck houses, or cargo of the barge or canal boat be so high 
above water as to obscure the side lights of the towing steamer, when 
being towed on the starboard side of the steamer, carry a green light 
upon the starboard side; and when towed on the port side of the 
steamer, a red light on the port side of the barge or canal boat; and 
if there is more than one barge or canal boat abreast, the colored 
lights shall be displayed from the outer side of the outside barges 
or canal boats. 

Barges (except scows) and canal boats, when being towed by steam 
vessels on the waters of the Hudson River and its tributaries from 
Troy to Sandy Hook, the East River, and Long Island Sound (and 
the waters entering thereon, and to the Atlantic Ocean), to and in- 
cluding Narragansett Bay, R. I., and tributaries, and Lake Cham- 
plain, shall carry lights as follows: 3 

Barges and canal boats being towed astern of steam vessels, when | 
towing singly or what is known as tandem towing, shall each carry 
a white light on the bow and a white light on the stern. 

Barges and canal boats, when towed at a hawser two or more 
abreast, when in one tier, shall carry a white light on the bow and 
a white light on the stern of each of the outside boats; when in more 
than one tier, each of the outside boats shall carry a white light on 
its bow; and the outside boats in the last tier shall each carry, in 
addition, a white light on the outer after part of stern. 

Barges or canal boats towed alongside a steam vessel, if on the star- 
board side of said steam vessel, shall display a white light on her own 
starboard bow; and if on the port side of said steam vessel, shall dis- 
play a white light on her own port bow; and if there is more than one 
barge or canal boat alongside, the white lights shall be displayed from 
the outboard side of the outside barge or canal boat: Provided, That 
car floats of 200 feet or over in length shall have a white light at each 
outboard corner of said floats. ; 


PILOT RULES FOR CERTAIN INLAND WATERS. 15 


When barges or canal boats are massed in tiers and towed at a 
hawser, as is usual on the Hudson River, there shall be carried on the 
forward port side of the port boat of each tier a white light, and on 
the forward starboard side of the starboard boat in each tier a white 
hight, and on the after port side of the port boat in the stern tier a 
white light, and on the after starboard side of the starboard boat in 
- the stern tier a white light. 

- The white lights for barges and canal boats referred to in the pre- 
ceding rules shall be carried at least 10 feet and not more than 30 
feet abaft the stem or extreme forward end of the vessel, above the 
deck rail of the vessel on single-decked vessels, and on the upper 
deck of double or three-decked barges or canal boats; and shall be 
of such a character as to be visible on a dark night, with a clear 
- atmosphere, at a distance of at least 5 miles. 

The colored side lights referred to in these rules for barges and 
canal boats in tow shall be fitted with inboard screens, so as to pre- 
vent them from being seen across the bow, and of such a character as 
to be visible on a dark night, with a clear atmosphere, at a distance 
of at least 2 miles, and so constructed as to show a uniform and un- 
broken light over an arc of the horizon of 10 points of the compass, 
and so fixed as to throw the light from right ahead to 2 points abaft 
the beam on either side. The minimum size of glass globes shall 
not be less than 6 inches in diameter and 5 inches high in the clear. 

Any barge or canal boat in tow of a steam vessel, when the last boat 
of a tow, and not required by these rules to carry a light on the stern, 
on being overtaken by another vessel, shall show from her stern to 
such last-mentioned vessel a flare-up light; or, in lieu thereof, a white 
light fixed and carried in a lantern, which shall be so constructed, 
fitted, and screened that it shall throw an unbroken light over an arc 
of the horizon of 12 points of the compass, viz, for 6 points from 
right aft on each side of the vessel, so as to be visible at a distance of 
at least 1 mile. 

Provided, That nothing in these rules shall be construed as compel- 
ling barges or canal boats in tow of steam vessels, passing through 
any waters en route or directly to or from a port where lights for 
barges or canal boats are different from those of the waters whereon 
such vessels are usually employed, to change their lights from those 
required on the waters from which their trip begins or terminates; 
but should such vessels engage in local employment on waters re- 
quiring different lights from those where they are customarily em- 
ployed, they shall comply with the local rules where employed. 

All scows being towed by hawser behind steam vessels shall carry a 
regulation white light at each end of each scow (such lights to be car- 
ried not less than 8 feet above the surface of the water, and so as to 
show all around the horizon), except that when scows are massed 
in tiers, two or more abreast, each of the outside boats shall carry a 
white light on its outer bow; and the outside boats in the last tier 
shall each carry, in addition, a white light on the outer part of the 


stern. 


WARNING SIGNALS FOR WRECKS AND VESSELS WORKING ON WRECKS OR 
ENGAGED IN OTHER SUBMARINE WORK. 


Vessels engaged in salvage operations on a wrecked vessel, whether 
such wreck be fast to the bottom or not, or vessels made fast to or 
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moved over or near a wreck, or vessels engaged in recovering sunken 
cargo, or vessels engaged in laying a pipe line under water, or on any 
- submarine work shall display by day a red flag, and by night two 
lighted red lanterns, one above the other, at a distance not more than 
6 feet and not less than 3 feet apart, visible all around the horizon. 

Steam vessels when towing a wreck shall display by day a red flag, 
and at night two lighted lanterns, one above the other, not more than 
6 feet or less than 3 feet apart, in addition to the regular hghts pro- 
vided by law. 

Vessels which by some accident or emergency are compelled to 
anchor in a channel outside anchorage limits shall at night display 
two red lights in the manner prescribed above. 


LIGHTS FOR RAFTS AND OTHER WATER CRAFT NAVIGATING BY HAND POWER, 
HORSEPOWER, OR BY THE CURRENT OF THE RIVER, ON THE HARBORS, 
RIVERS, AND OTHER INLAND WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES, EXCEPT 
THE GREAT LAKES AND THEIR CONNECTING AND TRIBUTARY WATERS 
AS FAR EAST AS MONTREAL AND THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH AND 
RIVERS EMPTYING INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO AND THEIR TRIBUTARIES. 


[Authority: Art. 9 (d), act of Congress approved June 7, 1897.] 


Any vessel, except rafts and rowing boats under oars, navigating 
by hand power, horsepower, or by the current of the river, shall carry 
one white light forward, not less than 8 feet above the surface of the 
water. . 

ftafts propelled by hand power or by the current of the river, or 
which shall be anchored or moored in or near a channel or fairway, 
shall carry white lights, as follows: 

Rafts of one crib and not more than two in length shall carry one 
white light. Rafts of three or more cribs in length and one crib in 
width shall carry one white light at each end of the raft. Rafts of 
more than one crib abreast shall carry one white light on each outside 
corner of the raft, making four lghts in all. 

The white light required by these rules for rafts and other water — 
craft shall be carried, from sunset to sunrise, in a lantern so fixed and 
constructed as to show a clear, uniform, and unbroken light, visible 
all around the horizon, and of such intensity as to be visible on a dark 
night with a clear atmosphere at a distance of at least one mile. The 
lights for rafts shall be suspended from poles of such height that the 
lights shall not be less than 8 feet above the surface of the water. 


RULE RELATING TO THE USE OF SEARCHLIGHTS. 


The Board of Supervising Inspectors, at their annual meeting of 
January, 1905, adopted the following rule relating to the use of 
searchlights: 

Any master or pilot of any steam vessel who shall flash or cause to 
be flashed the rays of the searchlight into the pilot house of a passing 
vessel shall be deemed guilty of misconduct and shall be liable to 
have his license suspended or revoked. 
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RULE PROHIBITING UNNECESSARY SOUNDING OF THE STEAM WHISTLE. 


[Authority : Act of Congress approved February 8, 1907.] 


The Board of Supervising Inspectors, at their annual meeting of 
January, 1907, adopted the following rule: 

Unnecessary sounding of the steam whistle is prohibited within any 
harbor limits of the United States. Whenever any licensed officer in 
charge of any steamer authorizes or permits such unnecessary whis- 
thing, upon conviction thereof before any board of inspectors having © 
jurisdiction, such officer shall be suspended from acting under his 
license as the inspectors trying the case may deem proper. 


RULE PROHIBITING THE CARRYING OF UNAUTHORIZED LIGHTS ON STEAM 
VESSELS. 


[Adopted by the Board of Supervising Inspectors on February 16, 1910, and approved 
by the Secretary of Commerce and Labor on March 9, 1910. Authority: Section 4450, 
Revised Statutes. ] 


Any master or pilot of any steam vessel who shall authorize or 
permit the carrying of any.light, electric or otherwise, not required 
by law, on the outside structure of the cabin or hull of the vessel that 
in any way will interfere with distinguishing the signal lights shall, 
upon conviction thereof, before any board of inspectors having juris- 
diction, be deemed guilty of misconduct and shall be liable to have his 
license suspended or revoked. 
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LAWS RELATING TO THE NAVIGATION OF VESSELS ON ALL HARBORS 
RIVERS, AND INLAND WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES, EXCEPT THE 
GREAT LAKES AND THEIR CONNECTING AND TRIBUTARY WATERS 
AS FAR EAST AS MONTREAL AND THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH 
AND RIVERS EMPTYING INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO AND THEIR 
TRIBUTARIES, 


AN ACT To adopt sini haseereee for preventing collisions upon certain harbors, rivers, and 
inland waters of the United States. 


Whereas the provisions of chapter eight hundred and two of the laws 
of eighteen hundred and ninety, and the amendments thereto, 
adopting regulations for preventing collisions at sea, apply to all 
waters of the United States connected with the high seas navigable 
by seagoing vessels, except so far as the navigation of any harbor, 
river, or inland waters is regulated by special rules duly made by 
local ‘authority ; and 

Whereas it is desirable that the regulations relating to the navigation 
of all harbors, rivers, and inland waters of the United States, except 
the Great Lakes and their connecting and tributary waters as far 
east as Montreal and the Red River of the North and rivers empty- 
ing into the Gulf of Mexico and their tributaries, shall be stated in 
one act: Therefore, 

Be wt enacted by the Senate and House of Hipresaee of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following 
regulations for preventing collision shall be followed by all vessels 
navigating all harbors, rivers, and inland waters of the United States, 
except the Great Lakes and their connecting and tributary waters as 
far east as Montreal and the Red River of the North and rivers 
emptying into the Gulf of Mexico and their tributaries, and are 
hereby declared special rules eeu made by local authority: 


PRELIMINARY. 


In the following rules every steam-vessel which is under sail and 
not under steam is to be considered a sailing-vessel, and every vessel 
under steam, whether under sail or not, is to be considered a steam- 
vessel. 

The word “steam-vessel” shall include any vessel propelled by 
machinery. 

A vessel is “ under way,” within the meaning of these rules, when 
she is not at anchor, or made fast to the shore, or aground. 


RULES CONCERNING LIGHTS, AND SO FORTH. 


The word “ visible” in these rules, when applied to lights, shall 
mean visible on a dark night with a clear atmosphere. 

ArticiE 1. The rules concerning lights shall be complied with in all 
weathers from sunset to sunrise, and ‘during such time no other lights 
which may be mistaken for the prescribed lights shall be exhibited. 

Art. 2, A steam-vessel when under way shall carry—(a) On or in 
front of the foremast, or, if a vessel without a foremast, then in the 
fore part of the vessel, a bright white light so constructed as to show 
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an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of twenty points of the 
compass, so fixed as to throw the light ten points on each side of the 
vessel, namely, from right ahead to two points abaft the beam on 
either side, and of such a character as to be visible at a distance of at 
least five miles. 

(b) On the starboard side a green light so constructed as to show 
an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of ten points of the 
compass, so fixed as to throw the lght from right ahead to two 
points abaft the beam on the starboard side, and of such a character 
as to be visible at a distance of at least two miles. 

(c) On the port side a red light so constructed as to show an 
unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of ten points of the com- 
pass, so fixed as to throw the light from right ahead to two points 
abaft the beam on the port side, and of such a character as to be 
visible at a distance of at least two miles. 

(d) The said green and red side-lghts shall be fitted with inboard 
screens projecting at least three feet forward from the light, so as to 
prevent these lights from being seen across the bow. 

(e) A sea-going steam-vessel when under way may carry an addi- 
tional white light similar in construction to the light mentioned in 
subdivision (a). ‘These two lights shall be so placed in line with the 
keel that one shall be at least fifteen feet higher than the other, and 
in such a ‘position with reference to each other that the lower light 
shall be forward of the upper one. The vertical distance between 
these lights shall be less than the horizontal distance. 

(f) All steam vessels (except sea-going vessels and ferry-boats), 
shall carry in addition to green and red lights required by article 
two (b), (c), and screens as required by article two (d), a central 
range of two white lights; the after-light being carried at an eleva- 
tion at least fifteen feet above the light at the head of the vessel. 
The head-light shall be so constructed as to show an unbroken light 
through twenty points of the compass, namely, from right ahead 
to two points abaft the beam on either side of the vessel, and the 
after-light so as to show all around the horizon. 

Art. 3. A steam-vessel when towing another vessel shall, in addi- 
tion to her side-lights, carry two bright white lights in a vertical line 
one over the other, not less than three feet apart, and when towing 
more than one vessel shall carry an additional bright white lght 
three feet above or below such lights, if the length of the tow meas- 
uring from the stern of the towing vessel to the stern of the last 
vessel towed exceeds six hundred feet. Each of these lights shall be 
of the same construction and character, and shall be carried in the 
same position as the white light mentioned in article two (a) or the 
after range light mentioned in article two (f). 

Such steam-vessel may carry a small white hight abaft the funnel or 
aftermast for the vessel towed to steer by, but such light shall not be 
visible forward of the beam. 

Arr. 5. A sailing-vessel under way or being towed shall carry the 
same lights as are prescribed by article two for a steam-vessel under 
way, with the exception of the white lights mentioned therein, which 
they shall never carry. 7 

Arr. 6. Whenever, as in the case of vessels of less than ten gross 
tons under way during bad weather, the green and red side-lights can 
not be fixed, these lights shall be kept at hand, lighted and ready for 
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use; and shall, on the approach of or to other vessels, be exhibited on 
their respective sides in sufficient time to prevent collision, in such 
manner as to make them most visible, and so that the green light shall 
not be seen on the port side nor the red light on the starboard side, 
nor, if practicable, more than two points abaft the beam on their 
respective sides. ‘To make the use of these portable lights more cer- 
tain and easy the lanterns containing them shall each be painted 
outside with the color of the light they respectively contain, and shall 
be provided with proper screens. 

Art. 7. Rowing boats, whether under oars or sail, shall have ready 
at hand a lantern showing a white light which shall be temporarily 
exhibited in sufficient time to prevent collision. 

*Arr. 8. Pilot-vessels when engaged on their station on pilotage 
duty shall not show the lights required for other vessels, but shall 
carry a white light at the masthead, visible all around the horizon, 
and shall also exhibit a flare-up light or flare-up lights at short inter- 
vals, which shall never exceed fifteen minutes. 

On the near approach of or to other vessels they shall have their 
side-lights lighted, ready for use, and shall flash or show them at short 
intervals, to indicate the direction in which they are heading, but the 
green ght shall not be shown on the port side nor the red light on the 
starboard side. 

A pilot-vessel of such a class as to be obliged to go alongside of a 
vessel to put a pilot on board may show the white hght instead of 
carrying it at the masthead, and may, instead of the colored lights 
above mentioned, have at hand, ready for use, a lantern with a green 
glass on the one side and a red glass on the other, to be used as pre- 
scribed above. 

Pilot-vessels, when not engaged on their station on pilotage duty, 
shall carry lights similar to those of other vessels of their tonnage. 

Art. 9. (a) Fishing-vessels of less than ten gross tons, when under 
way and when not having their nets, trawls, dredges, or lines in the 
water, shall not be obliged to carry the colored side-lights; but every 
such vessel shall, in lieu thereof, have ready at hand a lantern with a 
green glass on one side and a red glass on the other side, and on 


«AN ACT Relating to lights on steam pilot vessels. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That a steam pilot vessel, when engaged on 
her station on pilotage duty and in waters of the United States, and not at 
anchor, shall, in addition to the lights required for all pilot boats, carry at a dis- 
tance of eight feet below her white masthead light a red light, visible all around 
the horizon and of such a character as to be visible on a dark night with a clear 
atmosphere at a distance of at least two miles, and also the colored side lights 
required to be carried by vessels when under way. 

When engaged on her station on pilotage duty and in waters of the United 
States, and at anchor, she shall carry in addition to the lights required for all 
pilot boats the red light above mentioned, but not the colored side lights. 

When not engaged on her station on pilotage duty, she shall carry the same 
lights as other steam vessels. 

Src, 2. That this act shall be construed as supplementary to article eight of 
the Act approved June seventh, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, entitled “An 
act to adopt regulations for preventing collisions upon certain harbors, rivers, 
and inland waters of the United States,” and to article eight of an Act approved 
August nineteenth, eighteen hundred and ninety, entitled ‘An act to adopt 
regulations for preventing collisions at sea.” 

Sec. 3. That this act shall take effect on June thirtieth, nineteen hundred. 

Approved, February 19, 1900, 
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approaching to or being approached by another vessel such lantern 
shall be exhibited in sufficient time to prevent collision, so that the 
‘green light shall not be seen on the port side nor the red light on the 
starboard side. | 

(b) All fishing-vessels and fishing-boats of ten gross tons or up- 
ward, when under way and when not having their nets, trawls, 
dredges, or lines in the water, shall carry and show the same lights 
as other vessels under way. 

(c) All vessels, when trawling, dredging, or fishing with any kind 
of drag-nets or lines, shall exhibit, from some part of the vessel 
where they can be best seen, two lights. One of these lights shall be 
red and the other shall be white. The red light shall be above the 
white light, and shall be at a vertical distance from it of not less than 
six feet and not more than twelve feet; and the horizontal distance 
between them, if any, shall not be more than ten feet. These two 
lights shall be of such a character and contained in lanterns of such 
construction as to be visible all round the horizon, the white light a 
distance of not less than three miles and the red light of not less than 
two miles. 

(d) Rafts, or other water craft not herein provided for, navigating 
by hand power, horse power, or by the current of the river, shall carry 
one or more good white lights, which shall be placed in such manner 
as shall be prescribed by the Board of Supervising Inspectors of 
Steam Vessels. 

Art. 10. A vessel which is being overtaken by another, except a 
steam-vessel with an after range-light showing all around the horizon, 
shall show from her stern to such last-mentioned vessel a white light 
or a flare-up light. 

Art. 11. A vessel under one hundred and fifty feet in length when 
at anchor shall carry forward, where it can best be seen, but at a 
height not exceeding twenty feet above the hull, a white light, in a 
lantern so constructed as to show a clear, uniform, and unbroken light 
visible all around the horizon at a distance of at least one mile. 

A vessel of one hundred and fifty feet or upwards in length when at 
anchor shall carry in the forward part of the vessel, at a height of not 
less than twenty and not exceeding forty feet above the hull, one such 
light, and at or near the stern of the vessel, and at such a height that 
it shall be not less than fifteen feet lower than the forward light, 
another such light. 

The length of a vessel shall be deemed to be the length appearing in 
her certificate of registry. 

Arr. 12. Every vessel may, if necessary, in order to attract atten- 
tion, in addition to the lights which she is by these rules required to 
carry, show a flare-up light or use any detonating signal that can 
not be mistaken for a distress signal. 

Art. 13. Nothing in these rules shall interfere with the operation 
of any special rules made by the Government of any nation with re- 
spect to additional station and signal lights for two or more ships of 
war or for vessels sailing under convoy, or with the exhibition of 
recognition signals adopted by shipowners, which have been author- 
eed by their respective Governments, and duly registered and pub- 

ished. | 

Art. 14. A steam-vessel proceeding under sail only, but having her 
funnel up, may carry in daytime, forward, where it can best be seen, 
one black ball or shape two feet in diameter. 
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SOUND SIGNALS FOR FOG, AND SO FORTH. 


Arr. 15. All signals prescribed by this article for vessels under 
way shall be given: 

1. By “ steam vessels ” on the whistle or siren. 

2. By “ sailing-vessels ” and “ vessels towed ” on the fog horn. 

The words “ prolonged blast ” used in this article shall mean a 
blast of from four to six seconds duration. 

A steam-vessel shall be provided with an efficient whistle or siren, 
sounded by steam or by some substitute for steam, so placed that the 
sound may not be intercepted by any obstruction, and with an efficient 
fog horn; also with an efficient bell. A sailing- vessel of twenty tons 
SrORe tonnage or upward shall be provided with a similar fog horn 
and bell. 

In fog, mist, falling snow, or heavy rainstorms, whether by day or 
night, the signals described in this article shall be used as a ee 
namely: 

(a) A steam-vessel under way shall sound, at intervals of not more 
than one minute, a prolonged blast. 

(c) A sailing-vessel under way shall sound, at intervals of not more 
than one minute, when on the starboard tack, one blast; when on the 
port tack, two blasts in succession, and when with the wind abaft the 
beam, three blasts in succession. 

(d) A vessel when at anchor shall, at intervals of not more than 
one minute, ring the bell rapidly for about five seconds. 

(e) A steam-vessel when towing, shall, instead of the signals pre- 
scribed in subdivision (a) of this article, at intervals of not more than 
one minute, sound three blasts in succession, namely, one prolonged 
blast followed by two-short blasts. A vessel towed may give this 
signal and she shall not give any other. 

(f) All rafts or other water craft, not herein provided for, navigat- 
ing by hand power, horse power, or by the current of the river, shall 
sound a blast of the fog-horn, or equivalent signal, at intervals of not 
more than one minute. 


SPEED OF SHIPS TO BE MODERATE IN FOG, AND SO FORTH. 


Art. 16. Every vessel shall, in a fog, mist, falling snow, or heavy 
rainstorms, go at a moderate speed, having careful regard to the 
existing circumstances and conditions. 

A. steam-vessel hearing, apparently forward of her beam, the fog- 
signal of a vessel the position of which is not ascertained shall, so far 
as the circumstances of the case admit, stop her engines, and then 
navigate with caution until danger of collision is over. 


STEERING AND SAILING RULES. 

PRELIMINARY—RISK OF COLLISION, 
Risk of collision can, when circumstances permit, be ascertained by 
carefully watching the compass bearing of an approaching vessel. If 


the bearing does not appreciably change, such risk should be deemed 
to exist. 
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Arr. 17. When two sailing-vessels are approaching one another, so 
as to involve risk of collision, one of them shall keep out of the way 
of the other as follows, namely: 

(a) A vessel which is running free shall keep out of the way of a 
vessel which is close-hauled. 

(b) A vessel which is close-hauled on the port tack shall keep out 
of the way of a vessel which is close-hauled on the starboard tack. 

(c) When both are running free, with the wind on different sides, 
the vessel which has the wind on the port side shall keep out of the 
way of the other. 

d) When both are running free, with the wind on the same side, 
the vessel which is to the windward shall keep out of the way of the 
vessel which is to the leeward. | 

(e) A vessel which has the wind aft shall keep out of the way of 
the other vessel. 

Art. 18. Rute I. When steam-vessels are approaching each other 
head and head, that is, end on, or nearly so, it shall be the duty of 
each to pass on the port side of the other; and either vessel shall give, 
as a signal of her intention, one short and distinct blast of her whistle, 
which the other vessel shall answer promptly by a similar blast of her 
whistle, and thereupon such vessels shall pass on the port side of each 
other. But if the courses of such vessels are so far on the starboard 
of each other as not to be considered as meeting head and head, either 
vessel shall immediately give two short and distinct blasts of her 
whistle, which the other vessel shall answer promptly by two similar 
blasts of her whistle, and they shall pass on the starboard side of 
each other. 

The foregoing only applies to cases where vessels are meeting end 
on or nearly end on, in such a manner as to involve risk of collision; 
in other words, to cases in which, by day, each vessel sees the masts of 
the other in a line, or nearly in a line, with her own, and by night to 
cases in which each vessel is in such a position as to see both the side- 
lights of the other. 

It does not apply by day to cases in which a vessel sees another 
ahead crossing her own course, or by night to cases where the red 
light of one vessel is opposed to the red light of the other, or where 
the green light of one vessel is opposed to the green light of the other, 
or where a red light without a green light or a green light without a 
red light, is seen ahead, or where both green and red lights are seen 
anywhere but ahead. 

Route III. If, when steam-vessels are approaching each other, 
either vessel fails to understand the course or intention of the other. 
from any cause, the vessel so in doubt shall immediately signify the 
same by giving several short and rapid blasts, not less than four, of 
the steam whistle. 

Rutrt VY. Whenever a steam-vessel is nearing a short bend or curve 
in the channel, where, from the height of the banks or other cause, a 
steam-vessel approaching from the opposite direction can not be seen 
for a distance of half a mile, such steam-vessel, when she shall have 
arrived within half a mile of such curve or bend, shall give a signal 
by one long blast of the steam whistle, which signal shall be answered 
by a similar blast, given by any approaching steam-vessel that may be 
within hearing. Should such signal be so answered by a steam-vessel 
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upon the farther side of such bend, then the usual signals for meeting 
and passing shall immediately be given and answered; but, if the 
first alarm signal of such vessel be not answered, she is to consider the 
channel clear and govern herself accordingly. 

When steam-vessels are moved from their docks or berths, and 
other boats are liable to pass from any direction toward them, they 
shall give the same signal as in the case of vessels meeting at a bend, 
but immediately after clearing the berths so as to be fully in sight 
they shall be governed by the steering and sailing rules. 

Ruiz VIII. When steam-vessels are running in the same direction, 
and the vessel which is astern shall desire to pass on the right or star- 
board hand of the vessel ahead, she shall give one short blast of the 
steam-whistle, as a signal of such desire, and if the vessel ahead 
answers with one blast, she shall put her helm to port; or if she shall 
desire to pass on the left or port side of the vessel ahead, she shall 
give two short blasts of the steam-whistle as a signal of such desire, 
and if the vessel ahead answers with two blasts, shall put her helm to 
starboard; or if the vessel ahead does not think it safe for the vessel 
astern to attempt to pass at that point, she shall immediately signify 
the same by giving several short and rapid blasts of the steam-whistle, 
not less than four, and under no circumstances shall the vessel astern 
attempt to pass the vessel ahead until such time as they have reached 
a point where it can be safely done, when said vessel ahead shall sig- 
nify her willingness by blowing the proper signals. The vessel ahead 
shall in no case attempt to cross the bow or crowd upon the course of 
the passing vessel. 

Rute IX. The whistle signals provided in the rules under this arti- 
cle, for steam-vessels meeting, passing, or overtaking, are never to be 
used except when steamers are in sight of each other, and the course 
and position of each can be determined in the daytime by a sight of 
the vessel itself, or by night by seeing its signal hghts. In fog, 
mist, falling snow or heavy rainstorms, when vessels can not so see 
each other, fog-signals only must be given. 

Art. 19. When two steam-vessels are crossing, so as to involve risk 
of collision, the vessel which has the other on her own starboard side 
shall keep out of the way of the other. 

Art. 20. When a steam-vessel and a sailing-vessel are proceeding 
in such directions as to involve risk of collision, the steam-vessel shall - 
keep out of the way of the sailing-vessel. 

Arr. 21. Where, by any of these rules, one of the two vessels is to 
keep out of the way, the other shall keep her course and speed. 

Arr. 22. Every vessel which is directed by these rules to keep out of 
the way of another vessel shall, if the circumstances of the case admit, 
avoid crossing ahead of the other. 

Arr. 23. Every steam-vessel which is directed by these rules to keep 
out of the way of another vessel shall, on approaching her, if neces- 
sary, slacken her speed or stop or reverse. 

Arr. 24. Notwithstanding anything contained in these rules every 
vessel, overtaking any other, shall keep out of the way of the over- 
taken vessel. 

Every vessel coming up with another vessel from any direction — 
more than two points abaft her beam, that is, in such a position, with 
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reference to the vessel which she is overtaking that at night she 
would be unable to see either of that vessel’s side-lights, shall be 
deemed to be an overtaking vessel; and no subsequent alteration of 
the bearing between the two vessels shall make the overtaking vessel 
a crossing vessel within the meaning of these rules, or relieve her of 
the duty of keeping clear of the overtaken vessel until she is finally 
past and clear. 

As by day the overtaking vessel can not always know with cer- 
tainty whether she is forward of or abaft this direction from the 
other vessel she should, if in doubt, assume that she is an overtaking 
vessel and keep out of the way. 

Art. 25. In narrow channels every steam-vessel shall, when it is 
safe and practicable, keep to that side of the fair-way or mid-channel 
which lies on the starboard side of such vessel. 

Arr. 26. Sailing-vessels under way shall keep out of the way of 
sailing-vessels or boats fishing with nets, or lines, or trawls. This 
rule shall not give tq any vessel or boat engaged in fishing the right 
of obstructing a fair-way used by vessels other than fishing-vessels or 
boats. 

Art. 27. In obeying and construing these rules due regard shall be 
had to all dangers of navigation and collision, and to any special cir- 
cumstances which may render a departure from the above rules neces- 
sary in order to avoid immediate danger. 


SOUND SIGNALS FOR VESSELS IN SIGHT OF ONE ANOTHER. . 


Art. 28. When vessels are in sight of one another a steam-vessel 
under way whose engines are going at full speed astern shall indicate 
that fact by three short blasts on the whistle. 


NO VESSEL UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES TO NEGLECT PROPER 
PRECAUTIONS. 


Art. 29. Nothing in these rules shall exonerate any vessel, or the 
owner or master or crew thereof, from the consequences of any neglect 
to carry lights or signals, or of any neglect to keep a proper lookout, 
or of the neglect of any precaution which may be required by the 
ordinary practice of seamen, or by the special circumstances of the 
case. 

Art. 30. The exhibition of any light on board of a vessel of war of 
the United States or a revenue cutter may be suspended whenever, in 
the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, the commander in chief of 
a squadron, or the commander of a vessel acting singly, the special 
character of the service may require it. 


DISTRESS SIGNALS. 


Art. 31. When a vessel is in distress and requires assistance from 
other vessels or from the shore the following shall be the signals to be 
used or displayed by her, either together or separately, namely: 


IN THE DAYTIME. 


A continuous sounding with any fog-signal apparatus, or firing a 
gun. 
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AT NIGHT. 


First. Flames on the vessel as from a burning tar barrel, oil barrel, 
and so forth. 

Second. A continuous sounding with any fog-signal apparatus, or 
firing a gun. 

Src. 2. That the supervising inspectors of steam vessels and the 
Supervising Inspector-General shall establish such rules to be ob- 
served by steam vessels in passing each other and as to the lights to be 
carried by ferry-boats and by barges and canal-boats when in tow of 
steam-vessels, not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, as they 
from time to time may deem necessary for safety, which rules when 
approved by the Secretary of Commerce and Labor,’ are hereby 
declared special rules duly made by local authority, as provided for 
in- article thirty of chapter eight hundred and two of the laws of 
eighteen hundred and ninety. Two printed copies of such rules shall 
be furnished to such ferry-boats and steam-vessels, which rules shall 
be kept posted up in conspicuous places in such vessels. 

Sxc. 3. That every pilot, engineer, mate, or master of any steam- 
vessel, and every master or mate of any barge or canal-boat, who neg- 
lects or refuses to observe the provisions of this Act, or the regula- 
tions established in pursuance of the preceding section, shall be hable 
to a penalty of fifty dollars, and for all damages sustained by any 
passenger in his person or baggage by such neglect or refusal: Pro- 
vided, That nothing herein shall relieve any vessel, owner or corpora- 
tion from any liability incurred by reason of such neglect or refusal. 

Src. 4. That every vessel that shall be navigated without comply- 
ing with the provisions of this Act shall be liable to a penalty of two 
hundred dollars, one-half to go to the informer, for which sum the 
vessel so navigated shall be lable and may be seized and proceeded 
against by action in any district court of the United States having 
jurisdiction of the offense. 

Src. 5. That sections forty-two hundred and thirty-three and forty- 
four hundred and twelve (with the regulations made in pursuance 
thereof, except the rules and regulations for the government of pilots 
of steamers navigating the Red River of the North and rivers empty- 
ing into the Gulf of Mexico and their tributaries, and except the rules 
for the Great Lakes and their connecting and tributary waters as far 
east as Montreal), and forty-four hundred and thirteen of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States, and chapter two hundred and 
two of the laws of eighteen hundred and ninety-three, and sections 
one and three of chapter one hundred and two of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and ninety-five, and sections five, twelve, and thirteen of the 
Act approved March third, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, en- 
titled “An Act to amend the laws relating to navigation,” and all 
amendments thereto, are hereby repealed so far as the harbors, rivers, 
and inland waters aforesaid (except the Great Lakes and their con- 
necting and tributary waters as far east as Montreal and the Red 
River of the North and rivers emptying into the Gulf of Mexico, and 
their tributaries) are concerned. 


@As amended by act of Congress approved February 14, 1903, establishing the 
Department of Commerce and Labor. 
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Sec. 6. That this act shall take effect four months from the date of 
its approval. 


Approved, June 7, 1897. 


BOUNDARY LINES OF THE HIGH SEAS. 


Pursuant to section 2 of the act approved February 19, 1895, the 
following lines dividing the high seas from rivers, harbors, and in- 
land waters are hereby designated and defined: 


[All bearings are magnetic and given approximately. ] 


Cutter (Lirrte River) Harsor, Mz.—A line drawn from Long 
Point SW. by W. 2? W. to Little River Head. 

Lirrte Macuias Bay, Macuias Bay, Enerisoman Bay, CHANDLE 
_ Bay, Moosasrc Reacu, Preasanr Bay, Narracuacus Bay, ANnpD 
Pigeon Hitt Bay, Mr.—A line drawn from Little River Head WSW. 
+ W. to the outer side of Old Man; thence WSW. 2 W. to the outer 
side of Double Shot Islands; thence W. 3 S. to Libby Islands light- 
house; thence WSW. 4+ W. to Moose Peak light-house; thence WSW. 
4 W. to Little Pond Head; from Pond Point, Great Wass Island, W. 
by S. to outer side of Crumple Island; thence W. 2 S. to Petit Manan 
hight-house. 

Awtu Harsors oN THE Coast or Marne, New HampsuHire, AND 

MASSACHUSETTS BETWEEN Petir Manan Licut-Housr, Mk., anp 
Care Ann Licut-Housss, Mass.—A line drawn from Petit Manan 
light-house SW. 2 S., 264 miles, to Mount Desert light-house; thence 
W. 2 5S., 334 miles, to Matinicus Rock light-houses; thence WNW. $ 
W., 20 miles, to Monhegan Island light-house; thence W., 21 miles, 
to Seguin Island whistling buoy; thence W. # S., 19 miles, to Old 
Anthony whistling buoy, off Cape Elizabeth; thence SW., 28 miles, 
to Boon Island light-house; thence SW. 4 W., 12 miles, to Anderson 
Ledge Spindle, off Isles of Shoals light-house; thence S. by W. } W., 
194 miles, to Cape Ann light-houses, Mass. 
Boston Harsor.—From Point Allerton NNE. } E., easterly, 
through Point Allerton beacon to Northeast Grave whistling buoy; 
thence NNE. + E. to Outer Breaker (Great Pig Rocks) bell buoy; 
thence NE. by EK. 3 E. to Halfway Rock beacon; thence NE. by E. 
4 E. to Eastern Point light-house. 

Aut Harsors 1n Care Cop Bay, Mass.—A line drawn from Plym- 
outh (Gurnet) light-houses E., 164 miles, to Race Point light-house. 

Nantucket Sounp, Vineyarp Sounp, Buzzarps Bay, NarraGan- 
sETT Bay, Brock Istanp Sounpn, anp Easterty Entrance to Lona 
Istanp Sounp.—A line drawn from Chatham light-houses, Mass., 8. 
by E. 2 E., about 6 miles, to Northeast Slue Channel whistling 
buoy (Pollock Rip) ; thence S. by W. 3 W., about 11 miles, to Great 
Round Shoal light vessel; thence SSW. 2 W., 7% miles, to Sankaty 
Head light-house; from the westerly end of Tuckernuck Island NW. 
by W. 4 W., about 54 miles, to Wasque Point, Chappaquiddick Island; 
from Gay Head light-house W. # S., 35 miles, to Block Island (SE.) 
light-house; thence W. ? S., 15 miles, to Montauk Point light-house, 
on the easterly end of Long Island, N. Y. 

New York Harsor.—From Navesink (southerly) light-house NE. 
§ E., easterly, to Scotland light vessel; thence NNE. 4 E. through 
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Gedney Channel whistling buoy to Rockaway Point life-saving 
station. ze 

PHILADELPHIA Harpor anp DeLawarE Bay.—From Cape Henlo 
pen light-house ENE. 4 E. to Overfalls hght vessel; thence NNE. 4 
EK. to Cape May light-house. 

Batrrmore Harpor AND CHESAPEAKE Bay.—From Cape Henry 
light-house NE. by E. 2 E., easterly, to outer entrance whistling 
buoy; thence N. by E. 4 E. to Cape Charles light-house. 

Cuarueston Harsor.—From Charleston light vessel N. 8 E. to 
Rattlesnake Shoal west buoy; thence W. 4 N. to the west end of the 
north jetty; and from Charleston light vessel about SW. 4 W. through 
Charleston whistling buoy (proposed position) until Charleston light- 
house bears NNW. 4 W.; thence W. to Folly Island. ; 

SAVANNAH Harpor AND CaLIBoGuE SounD.—From Tybee whistling 
buoy NNW. 43 W. through North Slue Channel outer buoy to Brad- 
dock Point, Hilton Head Island, and from Tybee whistling buoy W. 
to Tybee Island. ) | 

St. Stuon Sounp (Brunswick Harpor) anp St. ANDREW SouND.— 
From hotel on beach of St. Simon Island 4% mile NE. by E. $ E. from 
St. Simon light-house, SE. ¢ E. to St. Simon sea buoy; thence 8. 4 E. 
to St. Andrew Sound sea buoy; thence W. to the shore of Little 
Cumberland Island. 

St. Jouns River, Frorina.—aA straight line from the outer end of 
the northerly jetty to the outer end of the southerly jetty. 

CuartoTTtrE Harsor AnD Punta Gorpa, FLorma.—Eastward of 
the entrance bell buoy off Boca Grande and in Charlotte Harbor, in 
Pine Island Sound and Matlacha Pass. Pilot Rules for Western 
Rivers apply in Peace and Myacca rivers north of a WSW. and ENE. 
line through Mangrove Point beacon light; and in Caloosa River 
northward of the steamboat wharf at Punta Rasa. 

Tampa Bay anp Trisutartes, Ftoripa.—From the south end of 
Long Key, SW. ? W. to the whistling buoy; thence SE. 2 S. to the 
bar bell buoy at the entrance to southwest channel; thence E. ? S. to 
the north end of Anna Maria or Palm Key. Pilot Rules for Western 
Rivers apply in Manatee River inside the black and white perpen- 
dicularly striped entrance buoy; in Hillsboro River inside barrel 
stake beacon light. 

St. Groreze Sounp, ApaLAcHIcotA Bay, CARRABELLE AND’ APA- 
LACHICOLA Rivers, AND St. VINCENT Sounp, Fiorma.—North of a 
line from Light-House Point SW. by W. ? W. to the southeastern 
end of Dog Island; to the northward of the black and white perpen- 
dicularly striped outer buoy at the entrance to East Pass, and inside 
the black and white perpendicularly striped buoy at the seaward 
entrance to West Pass. Pilot Rules for Western Rivers apply in 
Carrabelle River and when on the range and crossing the bar at the 
entrance; in Apalachicola River and northward of Five Foot Lump 
buoy when crossing the bar. 

PrnsacoLta Harsor.—From Pensacola entrance whistlng buoy N. $ 
W., a tangent to the E. side of Fort Pickens, to the shore of Santa 
Rosa Island, and from the whistling buoy NW. 8; W. to Fort McRee 
range front light. 

Mosite Harzor anp Bay.—From Mobile Bay outer or deep sea 
whistling buoy (or its watch buoy in summer) NE. by N. to the shore 
of Mobile Point, and from the whistling buoy NW. by W. to the 
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shore of Dauphin Island. Pilot Rules for Western Rivers apply in 
Mobile River above Battery Gladden. 

Sounps, Lakes, anp Harpors on THE Coasts or ALABAMA, MissIs- 
SIPPI, AND LOUISIANA, BETWEEN Mosite Bay ENTRANCE AND THE 
Deira or THE Mississrepr River.—From Sand Island light-house 
WSW. 3 W. (approximately) to Chandeleur light-house, westward of 
Chandeleur and Errol islands, and west of a line drawn from the 
southwest point of Errol Island, south (approximately) to Pass a 
Loutre light-house. Pilot Rules for Western Rivers apply in the 
Pascagoula River, and in the dredged cut at the entrance to the river, 
above the outside beacon marking the dredged cut. 

New Orveans Harpor anp THE Detra or THE Mississrppr.—From 
South Pass east jetty N. by E. 4 E. to Pass a Loutre light-house; 
thence N. to Errol Island, and from South Pass east jetty light W. 
4S. to Southwest Pass light-house; thence N. to shore. 

SaBinE Pass, .Texas.—Pilot Rules for Western Rivers apply to 
Sabine Pass northward of Sabine Pass whistling buoy, and in Sabine 
Lake and its tributaries. Outside of this buoy the International 
Rules apply. 

GatvEeston Harsor.—From Galveston Bar whistling buoy N. by 
W. & W. through the beacon marking the outer extremity of the north 
jetty, and WSW. to the Tremont House, Galveston City. 

Brazos River, Texas.—Pilot Rules for Western Rivers apply in 
the Brazos River above the outer ends of the jetties. International 
Rules apply outside the ends of the jetties. 

San Dreco Harsor.—From Point Loma light-house S. { E. to 
San Diego Bay outside bar whistling buoy; thence NNE. { E. to 
tower of Coronado Hotel. 

Saw Francisco Harsor.—From Point Bonita light-house SE. { 8S. 
to Point Lobos. 

CotumpiaA River Entrrance.—From Cape Disappointment lght 
SE. 3 E. to Point Adams light. 

Srrarts or Fuca, WasHINGTON AND Pucrer Sounps.—A line from 
New Dungeness light-house N. 3 W. to Cattle Point light, on the 
southeasterly end of San Juan Island (Mount Constitution, on Orcas 
Island, is in range with Cattle Point light on this line) ; from Belle- 
vue Point, San Juan Island, NW. } W., 3} miles, to Kellett Bluff, 
Henry Island (a tangent to the point and the bluff) ; thence NW. 3 
N., 64 miles, to Turn Point light, on the northwesterly end of Stuart 
Island; thence NE. 4 FE. to the westerly point of Skipjack Island; 
thence N. by E. 2 E. to Patos Island light; from the easterly end 
of Patos Island NW. 4 W. northerly to the southwesterly point of 
Point Roberts, 


O 


